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School Philosophy
The spirit of Machida Kobato
To be happy, proud and grateful for experiences and learning everyday.
Vision
Develop personality, and nurture children to become caring people with

independency and willpower.

Mission
Kobato will provide children with an education that promotes:

caring to instill physical and mental well-being;
acquisition of a broad knowledge base and communication ability to
contribute to create more peaceful world;

e thinking sKkills through inquiry-based learning through play and the children's

innate curiosity;

children's respect their own principles and the principles of others;
active-learning from which the children will gain positive attitudes towards
problem-solving and living together;

e appreciation of self and expression of their own identity.
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Assessment Policy in Machida Kobato Kindergarten

Kobato assesses children with various strategies which are suitable for their age in order to
grasp and share their learning and understanding through inquiries derived from the curiosity and
interests at Kobato and its learning communities.

Kobato believes that the assessment is to inform on what each children could achieve, behave
and express towards Kobato's mission and the stage the child is in. Kobato also believe that
sharing this information will be good feedback for children and teachers to step forward to the
next stage safely.

The assessment will be carried out formatively to collect information regularly using a variety of
methods and tools: movies and photos to present what children are doing and thinking, writing
down what children say and so on.

All the information will be integrated into the individual portfolio to share by children, parents and
teachers.

As Kobato is one of schools to meet Article 1 requirements in Japanese education system, the
individual instruction guidance, which aligns with IB philosophy, will be created at the end of the
school year considering of "10 profiles expected to develop in the early primary years" issued by
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in Japan.
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1. Purposes

to obtain a clear picture of the child and his or her interests;

to identify what and how the child is thinking and learning;

to demonstrate a range of knowledge, understanding including concepts and skills;
to participate in reflection, self- and peer-assessment;
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(5) to share their learning and understanding with others;
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(6) to assess the effectiveness of the environment on the student’s learning;
(7) to extend the student’s learning;

(8) to reflect assessment on the planning of teaching and learning;

(9) provide opportunities to support and celebrate student learning.
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2. Assessment strategies, record and tools

Basically, Kobato uses the following strategies and tools for the assessment. The assessment
should be carried out according to the age of children and situation. The evidence and
information will be collected and recorded with appropriate ways.

e Observation
Teachers including assistant teachers observe children's activities regularly as possible.
Teachers write down what children said and their behavior. If possible record voice or
take movies of children using ICT.

e Performance assessment
Children express their opinion and thoughts about a subject individually or with group by
orally, roleplay, dance, play and so on. Teachers take photos and movies using ICT.
Children may draw pictures about their own performance afterwards.

e Process-focused assessment
Teachers observe children regularly and continuously and collect information and record
what children said and their behaviour by taking photos and movies or writing down.

e Selected responses
Kobato carries out the original paper test in the language and mathematics subjects.

e Open-ended tasks
Teachers give a unit related question to children. Children respond by orally, illustration or
writing down simple words. Teachers take photos or movies of children using ICT and/or
write down what children said.



(2) Assessment Tools
Rubrics, checklists, tests and others if applicable.
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3. Documentation
(1) Portfolio
@ Purposes

% To collect and record the information on achievements and progress of children's

learning;

To record children's development, thinking skill, creativity, self-assessment and

reflection which can be seen by involving children actively in their own learning.

« To share and reflect children's own learning with teachers, parents and peers.

« To clarify what children are good at, desirable characteristics of children and
expectations so that children will be aware of their own interests and teachers can
use the evidence for future curriculum plannings.

« To shar what children learned and understood with teachers, parents and peers.

RS
%

@ Contents
The portfolio includes:

« Name, grade, school year and classroom teachers' name;
« Summary of the portfolio;
+ Records of learning in chronological order;
> Unit related:
Summary, the evidence of Formative Assessment and Summative
Assessment of each unit

> Events related:
At least 1 page should be an event chosen from kindergarten's events. It
should explain at least one of followings:
- Learner Profile
- Key Concepts
- Skills

(2) Teaching records of young children at kindergarten (mandatory by Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

@ Purposes

+ To keep a record of each graduating child in order to share it with teachers of
elementary schools.

« To keep a record and reflect the development of each child through various learnings
over the personal goal of the year and to share it with parents.

+ To organize the scope and assessment criteria taking into account the actual
situation of children. Teachers keep a record so that they can use it to review the
curriculum.

@ Contents
Record on kindergarten registration:

+ Child's name, birthday, agenda, school year, grade, class name, parents' name,
address, dates of entrance and graduation, name of elementary school, name of
kindergarten, name of principal and name of classroom teacher.

Record on teaching:



+ Child's name, birthday, school year, grade, class name and registration number.
< Summary of Unit of Inquiry, the perspective for children in UOI and achievements of
activities.

Language:
% At least one of followings should be recoded: listening, speaking, visual
understandings, presentation, reading and writing
Number and quantity:

% At least one of followings should be recorded: data handling, measurement, shape
and space, pattern, function and number.

Subject-specific(physical exercise, swimming, rhythm, English):
« Special mention about PSPE should be recorded.
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4. Reporting

Machida Kobato Kindergarten will report the assessment of children to parents in the following
ways:

(1) Portfolio

The portfolio of each child will be share with parents at the end of each semester and at the
completion of the grade.

(2) Blog

Classroom teachers will upload activities on the web twice a month. Each class has the blog
and only parents of the class can access it.

(3) Conference
The classroom teachers will have the conference with parents once or twice in the year.

(4) Teaching records of young children at kindergarten (mandatory by Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

This teaching record will be provided to parents at the completion of the grade.
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- Making the PYP happen: A curriculum framework for international primary education (2016,
International Baccalaureate Organization)

- Programme standards and practices (2014, International Baccalaureate Organization)
- Assessment Policy of Sunnyside International School
- Assessment Policy of Hiroshima International School

- "10 profiles expected to develop in the early primary years"(2018, Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)
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